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THROUGH  THE  BERNER 
OBERLAND,     SWITZERLAND 


Starting  at  Fruetigen,  going  up  Engstlichen  Thaal 
toAdelboden;  thence  up  to  the  Engstlichen 
Alp;  thence  over  the  Chingellochtighorn, 
part  of  the  Wildstrubel  glacier,  passing 
the  cold  Dauben  See  to  the  Gemmi 
Pass.   From  there  to  Schwaren- 
bach  over  Spitalmatt,  pass- 
ing the  Gastern  Thaal  to 
Kandersteg,  through 
the  Kandergrund 
Valley  back  to 
Fruetigen. 
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of  the  Bettschen  Family  and  its  Connections"  Etc.     " 
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PREFACE 


As  the  traveller  approaches  the  Alps  at  a  radius  of  from  80  to 
I5U  miles  his  attention  is  attracted   by  the  white  mountain 
tops    ui    the  distance,  although  passing  through  a  country 
abounding  with  trees,  vineyards  and  villages  dotted  with    buildings 
interspersed  by  numerous  curved,  small  streams  all  running  towards 
lakes   -yet.   the  chief  object  of  observation   is  the  Alpine  scenery 
noticed  m  the  distance;   just   in  proportion  to  the  lessening  of  the 
distance,  the  s«e  of  the  mountains  increases  to  the  view  and  the 
interest  of  the  visitor  intensifies,  until  he.  forgetting  that  he  is  moved 
along  at  a  great  speed  by  .he  powerful  steam  engine,  finds  himself 
among  mountains  on  every  side  towering  far  above  the  clouds,  and 
lor  a  while  he  is  struck  with  amazement  at  the  enormous  size  and 
majestic  appearance  of  the  much  talked  and  heard  of  Switzer  Berg 
n  that  land  of  wonders  everything  is  different  to  other  countries  and 
tor  a  bme  the  mind  IS  unable  to  grasp  and  absorb  all  the  eye  sees 
and  It  takes  several  days  before  he  can  compose  his  thoughts  in  order 
to  quickly  and  calmly  think  things  over. 

One  of  the  impressions  made  upon  a  stranger  is  an  irresistable 
desire  to  ascend  those  immense,  high,  rocky  points.     Moved  by  such 
an  impulse.  I  decided  to  make  the  tour  described  in  this  book      In 
spile  of  the  wanjings  received  from  friends  of  the  danger,  privation 
and  hardship  to  be  encountered  by  such  an  adventurous  undertaking, 
undertook   the  task   and    in    a    week   successfully   completed    it 
Upon  amving  safely    at  Fruetigen    from  where    I    had   started    I 
was    heartily    greeted    and    enthusiastically    congratulated    by  my 
inends,   but  sincerely  advised  not   to  venture  again    upon   such    a 
nsky  tour  without  the  aid  of  an  experienced  berg  fuehrer  (mountain 
guide). 

May  the  experience,  informahon  and  advice  contained  in  this 
book,  not  only  be  of  general  interest,  but  prove  an  actual  benefit  to 
every  reader,  is  the  hope  and  desire  of  the  writer 
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|fexpl«,ation   of   the  Map  of   FruetJg   ThwI.    Kandergrund 
I  Engsthchgrund.   and  the  Mountains  in  ,^7    «      *^' 

I  Background,  Westward. 

I 

j  Fiff.  1.     L<.mHBW<;  ranKf,  al,..,K  the  S.  E.  side  of  the  Thaal. 

I  2.     Mor.;enbfr.;  rantc  along  the  easterly  end  of  the  Thaal. 

'•     NirstN  rantr  alone  the   N     \ve«frrlv.   o'.l.     i-  •  i-       ■• 
rhaal.  with  the  Niesen  poln.'at  the  east:r;;d.        '     """'  '""'«'"""  *'"""'" 

4. 

5 

6. 
ieef  high 

|..hne/;a„^:"   '"'    '"    •^^"''"^"""'   ""  "-  ^i«'-    ^'^e  of  the  Kander, 

j  8.     Kandcr  Fluss  (>trfam. ) 

J  9.     En,;sti.ich  Bach,  ninning  d..vvn  through  Adelboden. 

10.  KiENA  Bach,  running  down  KIcn  Thaal  i 

11.  Thun,  a  small  tity  at   the 
iles  S.  E.  from  the  lity  of  Bern. 


1-OHNE*  range,  dividing  Engstli.hgrund  from  Kandergrund. 

Thlner  See,  northerly  from  the  east  end  of  the  Thaal 

(>E.scH..NE.N  SEE,  upon  the  Loetchberg  range  near  Kandersteg  dorf,  5302 


in    the 


in  a  northerly  direction, 
"-.rth  end  of  the  See  of  ,he  same  name.  30 

fhe  Jii,!:::s:jj^zci^]^- '"''- "  "-^  '"•"'"" '-' « •"«  i-.i„„  of 

WrnlLpe^-^-    rri.:;;-;--  --  .e 

H.     Reichenbach  town. 

1 5.  Aeshi,  upon  a  plateau  of  the  Morgenberg,  a  town. 

16.  Kien  dorf,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Kien  Thaal. 

1 7.  Fruetigen  dorf. 
■*.     Kanderstec  dorf,  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Kandergrund,  4000  ft.  high 

?n  the  stal.  Z^^uTw:^''  ^' '''  "'"'"  '"'  "'  ^^^^^"^^  •^"-'.  'He  highest  town 

20.  Main  Road  from  Kruetigcn  to  Kandersteg. 
20*.  Tellenfeld,  between  Fruetigen  and  Reybruegg. 

21.  Kanderbruecg  dorf. 

22.  Revbrl'ecg. 

23.  ScHLoss  Thellenburc  (castle. ) 

24.  Galge  Huebel  (execution^hill. ) 

25.  WiDDifeld  (flats.) 

26.  BoERTLi,  Kobi  Bruegger's  house. 

27.  LoETCHBERG  tunnel. 

I  wife  was''bo.i';:";7r  '''  °"  *"""'  "''''  ^-^^-'a-i'v  where  David  Be.t.chen.. 
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^9-  (Hi/RtH  in  KatuleruTutul. 

'"•  ^^''«'"<^v<>"«K>f..r IT  ,,„r,„..i.,. 

''■  O.v.  ,l,e  .,M  KI.,>a.,.„riM  t,..,,...,  uhcrr  Al.raha,,.  Ifvnl 

'-  -V  Hu  AfM.LV.  ,lu-  home  of  AJmlan,   BH.,<hr„. 

•»..  |.i..n!er  «lt  ll:;,;  rsj'  ""'■'  "••"-'•'"•"  '"'""•  '"^  ■■r-'-Tics  »l.er.  O.  Ife.,...hc„ 

H.       i^AMDHuisCHIN,  .he^a»,„i||..rM,o„,l. 

6.      ^'•-^Ns,„nn,„.,l,eu.nMlMu,of,l,rl.e„.l.a„(..U...,n..., 
J'.      HtRN,    riuin  aiul  Kruiiin  K.  R. 

'»•     '•oi:nHMtR(;tiinnrlt,„,,,„ra,v  K.  K. 
I>...len  fncv.V"'""^'    '^■""    '<--'"-l'a.h    ,o    Kru.,i,..„  an.l  fro,„   .h^rc   ,o  AJcl- 
40.     O..D  K.M„  fro,„  Rn-.l,r„l,aW,  ,o  Kirn  arul  Kan,ler„a' 

y.     ««-»  from  Rrl.-,K.„Wl,l,a.U.,..l,e  Kin.  Thaal. 
42.     H1..HUAV  from  Kruffi,jen  to  Kan.lcrM.-K 

rou™.  .,,.,„,,  ^ "*'-"  --.  '--I  I.V  " ..ain  hailMorm. 

M-EIN   I  HOSKR  mountain. 
CiROSS  Thonkr  mountain  Kl.isi   fret  hi^h. 
Hasi.i  (Jajsii. 
47.     (iASKRNTHAAi.an.l  stream. 

•»>.  IJfNM.  Ori(;inai,  riianen  vvaM. 

5".  En<;si I.ICH  Fall. 

51.  Footpath  up  the  perpendicular  prrcipire  ,„  the  Kn,.li.h  Alp. 

-■  0.s^,AL  r„As,:s.  XV.,,,  a,  „,e  end  of  Kander  ,rund. 

53.  Road  rising  up,  leading  to  the  (Je.nmi  pass. 

54.  RuGGKd,  unpopulated  mountain  rrffions 


43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 


Alphabetical  Explanation. 


a.  Altu.sCJlauik  12,120  feet  hi^fh. 
!'■     t't.\i.\ii  Pass  7,740  feet  hisli. 

r.  Daibkn  Skl. 

ina  .nomrnfbTa''deta?h'rd  pi'errr,f7^.ia^^^^^^^^^  '"""'"'  ^'  """'  =""' ^^^'  '■=«»'«^  P«-'i>''ed 

e.  StegHorn  10,502  fert  high. 

f-  T.SCHINGKLOCHTIC  HoRN,   9,152  ft.    high 

jr.  Kngstuchln  Alp,  6,460  ft.,  „i,h  su.nmer  hotel  Marmo, 

"■  "I'DSiRUBtxplacier,   10,841  feet  high. 

I-  HzzKR  mountain,  8,491  feet  hiph. 

j.  Hantm.as  .uountain,  6, 5 1 1  feet  hifrh. 

k.  Oeschinen  Horn,  11,631  feet  high. 


IN  THK  HKRNKR  OHKRf.ANi).  S\VIT/KR|,AM) 


I.     Bi.iiviLUAi.p  (Flowersalve)  I  |,0(M)  fret  hiVli. 
m.     Summits  point*  and  horns. 

turn  HoUN,  a  Urr  ro.k  towtrinK  hiKhrr  than  the  rr>i. 

Tops  on  the  Nirsen  ranjfe. 

SiMMEN  Sr«OM  In  the  Sinimrn  Thaal. 

ZwtiziMMEN,  in  the  Siiiunrn  Thaal. 

I)u;mt|(;i:n,  In  the  Simmrn  Th:ial. 
Lenk  Locality,  In  the  Sltnmen  Thajil. 


n. 
o, 
P- 

q- 

r. 


Capital  Letters. 

A.  MoR<;ENBE»r,  Ran(;e,  ea>t  of  KruetiKrn. 

B.  KncilfLfs  Pass,  MorKriiherjr  ran^'c. 

C.  SorriNCEN  Furoe,  Mor(;rnher(f  ranKc. 

U.  Tech  SPIE.,  F.ch.  NIe.rn  ran^e  between  Frue.l^en  ...I  SImmen  Thaal 

h.  Ko.Na:,E.S',  N.esen  Ranj;.  between  Kruetl^re,,  an.l  Slnunen  Tlml 

F.  Maen.V  FlUH,  NIesen  ran^e  he.wetn  Fmetl^en  and  Sl„„„en  Thaal 

C.  hi.sKJHoRN,  I.ohner  range. 

H.  (JsuERK,  NIesen  range,  between  Fruetlgrn  an.!  Simmen  Thaal 

L.  RiiNs  ii|.„n  a  »teep  hill  in  a  dense  forest  In  Klen. 

The  irregular  strokes  along  the  n.ountaln  slopes  Indi-ate  the  timber  li.lt. 

Above   hem  .s  the  bare  blue  rock  belt  Indicated  by  .he  bare  spa.e.     Above  tha,  are 

e  peaks,  horns  and  glaciers,  the  peak,  being  n.arke.l   by  ..bl..„g  ...kes  along  the 

nounta.n  ranges.       Fhe  dotted   places  are  -vered  with  growing  forest  trees,  tallest 

and  thriftiest  at  the  bo.tcm,  and  .ho .test  and  scrubbiest  at  the  top 

^";•'^'^•'"'•;"  ''^''  ""  "'•'■"""•  "'  ">  -■'>  and  fruitful  soil,  Uabou,  50  mile, 
s     th  of  t  e  city  o    Bern.  ,p  the  centre  of  the  Berner  Oberland.     Bv  ascending  one 
of  the  high  points  like  the  Geri  Horn  a.  the  easterly  end.   Loetchburg  range  near  Z 
entrance  to  the  Kien  Thaal.  a  panoramic  view,  „..,  easily  describe^  presents  I    el 
.o  the   ga.e  of  the  stranger,    the  majestic  NIesen  at   the  N.  E.   endo    th    ^ 
running  as  far  upas  Adelboden.     Farther  in  the  north  are  seen  the  charming  Thune 
See    with   Its  adjoining   mountains  along  the   North   shore,   the   pretty  town  a,   its 
northerly  end  w„h  the  same  name,  the  towns  of  Schert/llchen    Snie.,    Vf     i 
Reichenbach.  all  along  the  rushing  Kander  and  the   Benl  r  Fru^^  T  :^^^^ 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  fir  trees  on  all  the  mountain  sides       Th'  I 
that  the  stranger  only  with  reluctance  ceases  to  h.ok.      Tu^'lngT  1  ^  .1  trZ 
p.  -west,  he  meets  with  still  more  wonderful  scenery.     The  famous  Fru  t  ^  Th" 
^  l.es  like  an  open  book  before  him.     The  Thaal  Is  a  beautiful  concave.     Through  ^ 

andFruetig   R.  R.,    ^^ny   trains   running  smoothly  and   without   noise  both  ways 
Parallel  and  nearer  the  foot  hills  of  the  Niesen  range  i,  the  Reichenbach  and  Fr^eti, 
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h.Kh.».y.  ,|.v,  with  .«v,l,r.  b„.h  ..„  f,„,.  ,„.,  .j.h  „„.„.  Alon^  ,h,  Ih.„„.,.  ,.,  ,h, 
lo**er  pl.,e.u  .,n  ,he  S.  e-t.rly  ,i.|,  .,,  ,h,  Kan.lrr.  i.  ,hc  ol.l  KcIk,  ,.«..|.  v.i,h  .» 
n«ny  .urve.  in  i,  „  i.  ...„  h,v,.  Thi,  ,.muI  l,a.|,  fr„,„  Rei.  hrnl».  h  .hr«u«h  Kirn  to 
.he  Reybruere  «.d  Join,  .h,  Ka.„.rr,.,^  highway.  Th,  whole  h..,...,n  ,«.r.  of  ,hc 
rh«l  „  d«l,ed.  rrom  cn.l  ,o  enj.  wi.h  hou.r,.  every  «„c  ,undinK  i„  i„  „«„  „„^,r 

.11.  however,  having  the  gable  emi  .owar.l  ,he  ,„.,unuin  ^.      Some  are  .„,  nearly 

.«  h.Kh  a.  the  limber  limit.  The  .feep  mountain  ^ide,  are  rovere.l  with  original  pine 
f»r..t,  and  only  the  mor.  a.Te..ible  ,«rt,  are  in  u,e.  The  tree,  a.  the  h.„.o„,  are 
Ull  and  beautiful,  the  farther  up  the  shorter.  The  upper  part,  are  pi.-,ure,.,ue.  ,hr 
whole  being  of .  deep  green  hue.  Through  the  thi.kly  populated  valley  ran  be  ,een 
thouand.  of  fruit  and  ornamental  tree,  standing  by  them>elve,  mu.h  to  the 
beauffication  of  the  country.  Do.enn  of  .mall  streamlet,  come  down  the  .lope, 
havmg  their  origin  either  a.  the  alpen.  along  the  timber  limit,  or  .till  higher  an.ong 
the  glacer..  where  i.  seen  the  bare  blue  rock,  mostly  perpendicular  rmL.,  where  no 
.n.m.1  nor  vegeuble  life  exi.t.,  excepting  once  in  a  while  a  .tray  (Jemsr  -r  I^mer 
Oeyer.  Still  higher  arfc  the  white  gli.tening  peak,  so  da«lingthat  the  sigh.  ,eems  to 
border  on  to  the  sublime  when  the  morning  .un  shine,  against  and  over  them. 

Surroumied  thus  by  a  perfect  combination  of  natural  alpine  .ceneries,  curiosities 
and  wonder,  crowded  iwo  the  mind  by  the  vi.ion  and  increa.ed  by  the  thun.lering 
.ound.  of  de.c»iHling  stream,  falling  over  lofty  rock,  into  narrow  jungles  below  and 
the  .urging  noise  caused  hy  the  rapid  descent  of  torrents  of  water  dashing  against  a 
thouand  broken  rock.,  a.  well  as  the  pleasing  musical  chime  coming  fron,  dozens  of 
meulhc  bell,  carried  by  hundreds  of  cattle  pa.turing  upon  the  high  alpen.  the  mind 
becommg  „,ura,rd  almost  beyond  its  capacity,  the  ..ranger  gets  amazed  and  perplexed 
and  beg.n,  to  wonder  whether  it  is  reality,  or,  whether  the  great  .train  upon  hi.  nerve 
.y.tem  by  the  labot.ou,  and  fatiguing  a.cen»i„n  ha,  put  him  to  sleep  and  he  i. 
dreaming. 

At  the  dorf  Fruetigen  the  Thaal  i,  divided  in.otheEng.tlichgrundo„  the  right 
and  the  Kander  grund  on  the  left,  by  the  Gros.  and  Klein  Lohner  mounuin  range 
Adelboden  dorf.  4.520  feet  high,  is  12  mile,  from  Fruetigen  near  the  upper  end  of  the 
Engsthch  Thaal.  It  is  a  great  touri...  gentry  and  .porting  re.ort.  both  summer  and 
wmter.  It  is  on  the  north  ,ide  of  the  Engstlichen  Bach,  partly  on  the  slope  and  a. 
the  foot  of  the  mounuin  range.  The  Thaal  end,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  farther 
a.  the  bottom  of  the  Engstlichen  Alp  fluh.  The  whole  valley  from  Fruetigen  i. 
narrow  and  in  place,  more  wild  and  romantic  than  between  Fruetigen  and  Reichen- 
bach.  There  are  curious  caves,  cascades  and  bridge..  The  Engstlichen  stream 
derive,  it,  main  supply  from  the  wild  stmbel  gUcier  10,841  feet  high.  ..ill  farther 
west.  Small  rivulets  are  running  down  in  many  places  from  the  upper  parts  of  the 
ice-covered  mountain.  At  the  foot  of  the  glacier  they  run  together  and  shoot  over 
the  brink  of  the  Eng.tlich  Alp.  6,460  feet  high  and  form  the  double  Engstlichen 
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«a.,rf,ll.  ,  m...,  in„r,.,inK  .iRh..     A.  ,h,  .«,„.,m  i.,ro..ky  evergreen  for,,.  ,hr«u«h 
v,t...  h  „  «ind,  i.,  «.v  „.  Adrlbcirn  .,ul  .l..«„  0.„.^U  .r.u.M,  narrow  «..rKr,  ... 
^^uc..«,^.   ,,u|  .b.m,  »  mil,  h,l,.w  )..i„,    ,h,   Kan.Irr  nhrr,  i,  |...„  i„  „,„„       ,„ 
,        Ad,lb.Kl,„  ,..«n  .hr  main  umd  from  Frur.i^en  divide,  i„,..  ,„.,      ,-,,,  ..„,  „,„„,• 
...  4  .-..r.hwr„rrlv  .lirr.-,i„n  Iru.l,  „vrr  ,hr  mountain,  ,„  ,he  I.rnk  di,.ri.,.  ,he  other 
a  f..o.,.«,|,.  Koe,  up  .he  al.no,,  perpendicular  Huh  ,i,-.««.  and  trrmi..ate.  „„  ,..,.  near 

.he  ,u.n.,.er  ho.el  Marn.o the  Alp.     The  Kander  ,.ar.,  in  the  ru«rd  and  narrow 

(.a,.er.,   I  haal  far  almve  Kander,teK.      Vari .mall  .reek,  .  on.e  d»«n  fro„.  i.e- 

held,  .,.on  .he  a«ful  .la.ier  Al.  Kl,  and  ...her  in  a  narrow  „,.,,.  hi,h  preeipi.e,  on 
t»..h,.de,.  Nove,e.a.ion,  ro,k.  wa.er  and  .Lv  are  .he  only  elemen.,  vi.ihle. 
Abou.  a  m.le  fro.n  .he  roa.l  leading  fro.n  Kander^.e^  to  the  (Jennni.  .herei,a  ,.rea.„ 

of  «a.cr  .hoo.i„K  ,.u.  of  a  hi^h  ro.k  half  «av  up.     N, „,  „„,„,  ^,,„,  j, 

ha,  ..,  deriva.ion.  I,„.  .he  «ri.er  think,  i.  i,  the  outlet  of  the        „„iou,  Dauhen  See 
several  ...ile, farther  up.      That  ,ea  i,  fed  by  a  ,trea.n  .o.nin^  down  from  tl..  lan.mer 
Klaoerand  ha,  no  visible  outlet,  hen.e  the   theory  that   the   water  follow,  a  vein  of 
crev..e,  ,n„dr  the  n.oun.ain  throuKh  whi.h  i,  run,  and  Hnally  e,.ape,  in  the  (intern 
rhaal.     The  CJa„en.  stream  nm,  in  a  northerly  direction  and  fall,  fron,  „„,  ,|u,  .,, 
ano,..er.  foa-nin^  and  .U.hing  a.  i.  rapidly  defend,  .o  .he  end  of  .he  Kander  Thaal 
rom  Kander„eK  i.  keep,  on  i„  wild  and  .urbulen.  .our  over  rock.,  .hrou^h  crevice.' 
da,h,nK.  foaming  and  r,«rinK  a.  a  ifreat  rate  when  at  la,t  it  reaches  the  Revbruetr.' 
7  he  Oeschinen  See  ^  supplied  by  the  ^reat  Bluemli«.lb  ,,|acier  and  a  brook  i,  nmnin. 
out  of  .,  down  into  the  Kander.     Many  smaller  brook,  are  runnin,  down  both  side, 
and  ...to  the  Kander.     The  Kiena  bach  aUo  run,  into  the  Kander  through  the  Kiena 
rhaal.     It  ha,  .t,  ,upply  from  the  ea.tern  par.  „f  the  famous  Bluemli«lb  glacier  and 
runs  north. 

The  „.ain  road  from  Fruetlgen  cro„e.  the  Kander  a.  Reybrue,^ and, em,i,u..e, 
at  Kanderste.  and   a  narrow   ^„..^  rocky   road    leads  up  the  steep  fluh.  passing 

.he  SchwarenWh  summer  hotel,  andf .w,  a  south-westerly  course  and  ends  up  at 

.he  C.e.nnu  Pass  7.740  fee.  high.  The  Blau  See  is  a  ,mall.  deep.  blue,  cold  clear 
w^.er  lake  ,n  the  mids.  of  a  place  con.aining  hundred,  of  broken  rocks  mostly  t'he  size 
..f  a  co.n.non  house.  They  have  in  times  past  con.e  down  from  ,ome  higher  rock  and 
.u.„bled  and  .lied  and  heaped   op  in   every  imaginable  shape   .nostly  Ivere    wi 

-ck  mo„^  P.„e  ..ees  of  all  ages  are  sUnding  thick  .oge.her.  Surrounded  like  that 
.he  s.a  w,.h  re.ther  in  nor  ou.le.  is  ,  wonder,  bo.h  dis,nal  and  picturesque,  full  of 
M.-kled  trout.  Many  other  curiosities  are  in  the  Thaal.  The  Felsenbu^  i,  an  old 
ras^le  up  h.gh.  nothing  remaining  but  high  walls,  the  secret  underground  gangway, 
and  the  fa.,  entrance,  that  could  only  be  opened  and  closed  from  the  inside  are  .till  to 

Ir"  Th  M  '''''''''':';:'' ^'-^  »■■""  ■«  --  'he  habiution  of  governor,  and 
ruler..  The  Muran  washed  down  from  an  Alp  by  a  .orren,  caused  bv  a  terrible  hail 
storm  reaches  from  ,he  Alp  down  ,o  the  Kander.     A.  the  lower  end  it  is  about  a  half 
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m.Ie  w,d  .     The  farther  up  ,he  narrower  it  beco.es  in  places  ten  to  fifteen  feet  hi,h 
composed  „   earth,  stones  and  trees,  the  ..ones  varying  from  the  si^e  of  an  e  J.o 
that  of  a  parlor  stove.     The  timber  has  been  taken  away  nothing,  but  .tone  and  eLh 
re.na.n.n.    The  water  viaduct  ta.in.  it  up  several  hundred  f.et  for  prod  cL^  e  e^H 
power  IS  a  fine  piece  of  worlc.  ^  "^'ccinc 

The  Loetch  P-r^  tunnel  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  as  well  as  important 
aCevements  I.  enters  tne  mountain  and  will  terminate  in  the  Walls  Tha^l  nine 
m.les  m  length,  when  it  is  completed  and  a  R.  R.  built  from  Fruetigen  up  the 
Kand„  Thaal  and  through  the  tunnel  and  connected  with  the  R.  R.  pa,sf„g  through 
the  S.mplon,  a  complete  R.  R.  line  is  then  in  ope«tion  from  St.  Pete' burg  in 
Russ,a   across  the  continent  of  Europe,  passing  through  Russia.  Germany.  Switzer- 

the  S  W.  to  the  N.  W.  are  he  Alt  El,  glacier  (a)  U.UOfeet  high.  The  Gemmi 
Pass  ,b)  7,740  feet,  the  Dauben  See  (c),  the  Schwarenbach  Alp  (d),  where  fnTs^ 
three  Sen  Huetten  (cheese  huts,  si.  men  and  one  hundred  and'fort    si«       .  I^" 

theiTE,;;™  ^"' "' '"'  """^ "' ' '-''''''  -"'-  °'  '•"  --^  ^-"  '- 

seen     ^ol -^^^  """  !^' '"  '"""""'  '"  '""'"''  ='"''  '""  '*•  '"■^•'>  «"  P'-'^  ^ 
seen.     On  ,ts  eastern  slopes  are  the  Ummer  and  Rote  Kummer  glaciers. 

The  Tschingelochtig  Horn  (f,  with  it,  remarkable  na.un^l  monument  of  .olid 
o.  k  ,  towenng  perpend.cularly  to  the  height  of  nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty 
.wo  feet,  .,  a  winder  m  and  by  itself.     From  its  pinnacle  a  circumspective  panoll 
v.ew  can  Ke  had  that  cannot  be  imagined  and  less  described.     On  all  side,  L  dol 
of  summ.ts   po.nts.  horns,  and  glaciers,  intersected  by  valleys,  gap,  and  gorges    a 
P.ctur.  cunous.  awful,  wonderful  and  beautiful,  once  seen  never  to  be  forgotten 

Engstlichen  Alp  (g)  six  thousand,  four  hundred  and  ,ixty  feet  high,  .o-called 
on  account  of  the  anxiety  experienced  in  its  approach,  incased  by  the  Tschinge 
Mount  on  the  south,  the  Fi.ir  on  the  no.h  and  the  great  Wild  Strubel.  with  i 
opes  fil  ed  w.,h  gl.sten.ng  snow  and  ice.  and  its  summit  covered  over  three  hundrd 
eet  th,ck  w.th  perpetual  ice.  The  Alp  being  traversed  by  a  dozen  streamlets  coming 
down  from  the  .ce-fields  and  all  joining  at  the  brink,  and  tumbling  down  over  ! 
prec,„ce  nuo  the  abyss  below,  forming  a  beautiful  waterfall  in  two  sections  the  upoe 

Tee  77     T  r";  '  ""'"  "''  '''  "-'"  "^'■'  -"  '^  --""  »'  --^X 
he    ,j       Hundred  cows  during  summer,   there  being  seven  Sen  Huetten  (cheese 

Adelboden.     In  winter  no  one  lives  there. 

The  great  rugged  and  only  partly  explored  and  unknown  Wild  Strubel  (h)  so 

called  on  account  of  its  wild  and  rmrged  surface    10  <!41  f>   h.vt,   i  . 

Ai„       Ti,-    •        ,  ,  "™^'^'  '".''^' «•  high,  forms  the  rear  of  the 

Alp.      Th„  .cy  desert  has  been  visited  by  adventurer,  and  expert  Berg  Fuehrer 
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(mountain  guides,;  only  very  few  have  ever  penetrated  far  into  the  interior  of  its 
'>..he.  ..rts.     Indeed  so.e  place,  have  never  ye.  heen  trod  by  h.unan  feet. 

The  Fizzer  (i,  8,491   feet  high,  a,  the  northen.  ,id.   of  the  Alp  is  also  an 
un.nha  .ted  re..on      The  Hane.no.  ,j.  .„  ..,M  on  ac.-o.,n.  of  .nu.h  n.  ss  fo 
he  rock,   .westerly  fro.  the  Lenk  district,  in  the  upper  South  We.  part  of  t 
S..nn.en  Thaal.     The  Oe.,„i  Pass  ,h.  is  where  the  roc.s  are  hroUn  and  i   is  .  Ih 
-cross  the  mountain  range  fro,n  the  VValis  Thaal  to  the  Fruetig  Thaal.      k      h^ 

hT    ;Vw;  r    IT  '^  '"'"''  ''''"''  '''  '""  '-'^'  """-^  -'^»  between  1  i 

»h,ch  49  are  glac.ers.  .n  a  rad.us  of  fro„,  20  to   180  .niles  distant,  all  the  wav  fro.n 
Moun   Blanc  1.0.  feet  high,  the  highest  .nounuin  in  Europe,  in  t'he  S.  ;   I  M 

B^d    Ho^Spr.ng.  d.rectly  .n  front,  way   down   in  the  valley  the  scene  thus  presenting 
't^elf  to  tht  v,ew  at  the  hotel  looking  from  S   W    to  S    F      .-.n   k     ii    . 

...nd.randda..lingheautyespelllyatsunri.:^:::::;:t:r^ 
^  vanedshapedK-eandsnowfields.  rese.hli„gathousandgiganticdia„;^ 
forth  the,r  ra.nbow  hues  and  tints  and  the  spectator  is  forced  to  exclaim: 

"Who  has  made  this  gorgeous  wonder, 

C5od  alone  has  got  the  power, 

To  break  the  rocks  with  might  asunder, 

And  place  them  there  'mid  flash  and  thunder." 


I 
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S(  SDAv,  Ak;.  15,  VW) 
John  Kl..pfenstfin.  a  o.usin  .,f  mine,  his  wifi.  and  I.  startiJ  fr„m 
theirhomt-at  (M-,  .K-arth.    Rucybruc,.,,  ,hrcc- mil.s   from    Inuti.n, 
-nn,  a  rm  to  take  us  r.,    '  Jdh.ul.n,  about  tudu-  .nil.s  hiuher  up  in'th; 
Knusthchcn    Ihaal,    f„r   uhich    I    paid    t^^c•l^c■   francs,    o.ual   to V  ^0 
twenty  cents  per  mile.       The   scenery   all   the   way  up  is  .ery  roman;'ic: 
I  he    town    of  Adelboden  ,s  one  of  the  highest  in  the  Herner  Oherland 
beind  4,52U  feet  above  sea  le\el. 

The  valley  derived  its  name  on  aeeo.nuof  its  beautiful  appearance 
accordm,  ,.  tra   ,t,on,   the  Hrst  settlers  bein.   impressed  with  L  beaut: 

here,  both  summer  and  winter,  partly  on  account  of  the  clear  and  healthy 
tmosphere,     ancl     partly     on     account    of     the     many     sports    enjoye 
both  summer  and   w.nter.       Much    snou    fallin.   there   durin.  u  n ter 
snoushoe  shchn.  .s  a  popular  pastin.e  amon.  both  natives  and  f.rei.ne    ' 
pnzes  be.n.  ..en  for  the    most  darin.   feats   in   descending  and  k;pi„:. 
w.th  (Treat  speed ;  Sk.  jumping  attractinu  ureat  crowds  of  people 

In   the    forenoon    \    attended    Kn^dish   service  in   a   new   church 
ccently  budt  by   the    Kn.lish   sojourners.       There   were  about  s^.   nt 
people    present,   the    minister  .ivin«   particulars   eoncernin.  the  Kn^ 
church  wiirk  in  Sivpt/crl;uitl.  I'lLiisn 

„.  .„,  k'"  '^  '"'■"';""'  ^"""^  '''"™'  ''''■  "  '''■  ""I  "•l'"»  "  i,h  „„,cll 
»™.  abou  three  „„l„  f„„hcr  „„  i„  .  „„„h.„c„crly  dircci,,,,  „,  ,  2„ 
called  Lenkeoee..   and  .h.n  re,„„,ed  „,  ,heir  h„„ei,  ,he,„„;,        ,,     ,! 

Ncrc  hft>-s,.xfamd,es.    and   accordinir  to  tradition   these   were   ,he  Hrst 
famd.es  converted  to  christia.nty  fron,  heathenism  in  that  obsc  re  pit 

he  world.      ()„  the  outside  of  the  church  is  a  paintin.,    not  kno  r^ 
whom  drawn,  representin.the  Judgment.     Part  of  it  is  off   nd  n ot  reXed 
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Eleven  p.  m.  The  noise  on  the  street  has  not  subsided  an, 
dozens  of  strangers  are  cominir  home  from  their  day's  outing,  talking 
lauehinir,  shoutinir  and  sinurinu  jn  a  most  happy  manner. 


Stegbniecke  at  Adelboden  iv<  r  the  F.ngstHchbach 

Monday,  Aug.  16,  1909 

I  started  alone  to   go  to  the   Engstlichen   Alp,    (the  meaning  of 

Engsthchen  is  fearful)  a  waterfall.     That  is  the  place  where  the  water 

;hoots  over  a  very  high  precipice  in  a  south-westerly  direction  from  the 


IN  THE  BERNER  OBKRLAM).  SUITZERf.AM) 


IS 


own.     It  IS  the  water  that  comes  from  the  ^rlacier   "Wild  StrubeP- 
meanm.  w.ld  and  ru.,ed  appearance).      It  can  be  seen  far  beyond  and 
above  the  blue,  bare  rock,   over  which  the  u  ater  falls.      Fn.m    he  town 
.t  seems  about  a  m.le  away,  but  I  «  alked  an  hour  and  had  not  reached  it 


'        ^'''"'"Ir"-     I^''"''L" ""''  ■"^'I'lf 'r^-  ■■'>  -inter.      B.,il,  ,4?3 
^. :.nin;h«;art         "'"'"'"'''    '"""    ''^^"'"-■"    - 

71Z  '  '?  *  k"'  ^  '"'"'''^  ""  ""  '^'  ^'^^^  -  -  debris,  and  back       Then 

blue  rock    on  theT    ""  ""''"'''"'■     ^^"  '^'  ""^   ^i'^'-   Perpendicular 

A^.lk  J  '  '*''"^"  '•  "PP"site  the  Adier  Hotel 

nerc  a  great  many  foreigners  stay  both   seasons,  the 
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English  takiPK  the  lead.  There  are  many  large,  clean  and  attracti 
hrtcis  and  many  private  lodginK  places.  It  would  be  difficult  to  imagi 
or  picture  in  the  mind  a  more  picturesque  spot,  where  on  a  small  area 
much  beauty  and  curiosity  can  be  seen.  Close  to  the  town  along  tl 
north  IS  a  mountain  chain  just  as  though  it  was  placed  and  made  by  ma 
all  along  the  foot  are  thousands  of  evergreen  trees  in  groups,  making  it 
beautiful  background.  All  along  its  bottom  is  the  town;  mostly  ne 
buildings  built  in  the  old  Swiss  style,  beautified  with  cuttings  and  carvin, 
and  covered  with  red  tile  which  makes  a  handsome  roof.  Here  ar 
there  between  those  new  edifices  are  some  of  the  old  houses,  both  o 
and  curious.  There  the  funny  little  spire  on  the  English  church,  th 
simple  square  turm  of  the  old  Swiss  church,   and  other  odd  building: 


Adelboden.     Thaal,  lookinff  towards  Engstlich  Fall  and  Wildstrubel 

along  the  front  of  the  deep  green  background,  on  a  slight  slope,  is  very 
pretty.  Farther  down,  and  up  the  other  side  is  a  tall  concave  form. 
Through  its  centre  flows  with  great  speed  the  wild,  tortuous  Engstlicheii 
Bach.  This  valley  is  dotted  all  over  in  the  most  irregular  manner  with 
houses  and  bams.  The  fences  are  small  and  twisted  and  the  pathways 
curved.  Trees  are  standing  in  the  most  scattered  way,  so  as  not  one  to 
tally  with  the  other.  The  ground  is  green  with  grass.  This  afternoon 
bemg  fine  weather,  men,  women  and  children  can  be  seen  gatherini; 
aimpt"  (second  cuttmg  grass)  and  carrying  it  in,  not  a  horse  or  cow  to 
be  seen.  The  women  and  children  gather  the  hay,  the  men  tying  it  up 
into  a  rope  net,  carry  it  to  the  bams  and  up  the  ladders  into  the  loft. 
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4        The  Thaal  (valley)  alone  is  a  charminK  scene.     On  the  west  is  a 
•ountain,  the  front  slope  is  all  covered   with  pine  forest,  the  top  with 
ffeen  crass      Farther  southwest  is  a  blue,  high  rock  over  which  falls  the 
w»ter  that  comes  from  the  Wildstrubcl  glacier  and  running  across  the 
EliKstlichen    Alp,    then    shooting   over   the    rock    forming   the   famous 
Eogstlich  Fall  nearly  2,000  feet  high.     The  Fall  is  a  sight  by  itself.     At 
^freat   distance,    and    higher   up,  can  be  seen  the  ice  top  of  the  VVild- 
Urubel,  of  which  it  is  said  that  it  is  over  .WO  feet  thick.      In   front  of 
Adelboden  southeasterly  is  a  double  peaked   mountain,   the  bottom  of 
which  IS  part  of  the  inhabited  valley.     Then  comes  a  belt  of  evergreen 
»es  growing  out  of  the  nearly  perpendicular  flua,  as  high  as  the  limit  of 
wee  growth.     Then  above  that  is  the  bare  belt  of  blue,  perpendicular 
rock,  then  up  above  the  clouds  arc  the  peaks  partly  covered  with  snow. 
These  have  wings  on  both  sides  of  peaks.     On  the  north-east  the  Thaal 
^ns  out  into  Fruetigen.      Here  I  have  made  an  attempt  to  describe  one 
of  the  prettiest  sights  or  spots  I  have  seen.     The  streets,  side-roads  and 
Mils  are  traversed  continually  by  dagoes  and  scores  of  strangers.     To 
At  honor  of  everyone  it  can  be  said  that  the  best  order  prevails.     So  far 
Ihave  not  seen  a  drunken  man,  nor  heard  evil  or  profane  nor  overloud 
■nguage.     Honor  to  whom  honor  is  due. 


Adelboden,  Tuesday,  Aug.  17,  1909 

A  big  ornamental  maple  tree  at  the  old  church  measures  22  ft.  7 
in  circumference.  No  one  knows  when  it  was  planted.  Tradition 
m  It,  that  it  was  planted  when  the  church  was  built.  Samuel  Pieren 
jd  I  were  to  the  Pochtenkessel,  a  deep  ravine,  three  miles  toward 
*uet,gen.  f-  is  very  deep  anJ  very  rocky,  the  Engstlichen  stream  forcing 
meU  throub  .  We  next  went  to  a  place  where  the  sulphur  can  be  smelt, 
gd  then  we  went  to  a  place  where  the  water  comes  out  of  the  mountain 
gtwecn  rocks.  All  these  places  are  more  wonderful  and  romantic 
tecause  the  defiles  are  thickly  wooded  with  tall  evergreen  trees.  Thus 
>  great  rocks,  rushing,  foaming  water  and  the  thick  forest  combined 
^ke  It  very  impressive.  We  climbed  down  and  up  and  over,  sometimes 
•  foot,  sometimes  on  one  foot  and  one  knee  and  sometimes  on  all  four 
We  also  visited  the  Cholerenschlucht,  a  wonderful  open  space  into  the 
iferior  of  j,  mounuin.  We  got  home  at  9  p.  m.,  tired  and 
nausted. 
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Wednesday,  Aug.  18, 

6  460  flTZi  '"au'^'^'Y':  '"'^  """'''''  '"  "'^  K'"^«>ichcn 
o,*ou  feet  high.     Above  the  heretofore  described   waterfall  (th.  . 
.ndu:,te.  fearful  place,,  this  mead...  is  capable  ..f     a«ut  'e 

cattle  on  the  plateau  .n  front  of  the  glacier  U'ildstrubel  (10,843  ft   h 


Cholerenschlucht,  near  Adelboden 


Wildseubel    called  SO  on  account  of  the  wild  storms  that  rage  over  , 
and  Its  rugged  surface.      There  are  places  where  th.  :  j 

over  mn  t.'^t  A^^r.      /-»      L     ,  wnere  the  ice  and  snow  i 

over  JOO  feet  deep.     On  the  front  a  number  of  small  streams  com, 
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,1-  K       . .      i"^"  '  °''"'  '^'  '•'"'■'«"^»''"  Alp.  supplying  the  cattle  with  water, 

s  hchen  Alp,    *en  ,,.,n  m  ,.n-  stream  and  f,.rm  the  En^stlichen  Fall,  and  then  run,  pa 

400  head  o     •  mil.  below  ihe  town  jo.ns  the   Kander  where  it  loses   its  name   then 
HJ  ft.  hi«h)     le,n.  pa.  of  the  Kander.     To-day  I  was  inside  the  firs    'Vn  Hue  e  • 
•  hut  whe.e  those  who  .stay  all  summer  with   the  cattle  upon  "he  AIp 

tuJ\      \  "r'"  ""'  """"""^  P'"*-'""'  '"  f'^n'  -f  'he  awful 

V  .Idstrubel  ,lac.er.     A  good  many  foreigners  come  up  as  high  as  this. 


le  over  ;t, 
id  snow  is 
ims  come 


T:sa3;;sstr„1lcrJ3^•^^,^^^^^^^ 


Most  of  them  are  frightened  and  return,  going 


It  few  go  up  higher. 
(f)wn  to  AdeJboden. 

Iheclourjl"'  '"  ^V'^'^'  "Marmot."     It  is  n.ining  and  cold. 
I46O  ect  the  hiT"  ""     :  '"""'•     ^  "■'"  ^'•^^•P  •'-«=  =•*  'he  height  of 

I         Coming  up  zig-zag,  along  the  nearly  perpendicular  front  of  the 

he  other  s,de  the  space  ,s  so  deep  that  it  frightens  one  to  look  down 
^d^not  feel  easy,   and  according  to  the  name  of  the  place  I  felt  qui^ 
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Iacotluhin  Alp,  Simmer  Hoiki.,  Ar<;.  19,  I 

The  weather  it  clear.  I  am  startinir  for  ihe  "(Jemmi  Paw"  * 
two  boys  »%  K„id„.  I  had  with  me  bread,  choese  and  a  brittle  of  b.. 
water  sweetened.  Startinit  in  a  southerly  direction,  mo  walked  abo, 
mile  over  the  Alp.  Ju,t  at  the  foot  of  the  "IVhintellochtiuho, 
mountam,  we  passed  a  "Sen  Huete."     I  told  the  boys  I  wanted  to  I. 


Adflboden;  ("aitic  up  on  an  Alp. 

inside  The  bigeer  boy  rapped  and  the  door  was  opened  by  a  woma 
The  boy  mtroduccd  me  by  saying.  "Da  ish  ae  mah  fa  America  d 
moechte  gere  in  Sen  Huette  luga.-  The  woman  gazed  at  me  fro 
head  to  foot,  then  clasped  her  hands  and  exclaimed  in  Swiss,  "Eh  i 
ish  das  jetz  a  mah  fa  America,  un  ish  das  an  Amcricaner. ' '  I  took 
hasty  look  through  the  hut.  A  "Sen  Huette"  is  a  one  story  hut.  J 
you  enter  the  hut  you  see  where  the  cheese  is  made.  On  the  left  is 
room  where  the  occupants  sleep  and  at  the  rear  is  where  the  cows  ai 
taken  m  to  m.lk  and  during  storms.  In  the  loft  is  where  the  men  slee, 
1  hese  huts  are  used  during  summer  months  only.  They  are  made  vei 
simple  and  cheap,  as  all  the  timber  has  to  be  carried  up  from  the  timb< 
limit  below. 

We  then  started  to  ascend,  taking  a  rest  about  every  fiftee 
minutes,  for  the  purpose  of  inhaling  a  fresh  supply  of  air.  I  so,, 
realized  that  it  was  necessary  to  rest  more  frequently  and  reduce  th 
distance  between  each  rest  to  ten  minutes.  We  walked  as  best  we  coul 
upwards.     Soon  we  reduced  the  time  to  eight  minutes.     By  this  time  m 


<i.  19,  1909 
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lunui  began  to  prick  and  pain,  the  chest  seeminu  altogether  too  small  for 
the  expansion  of  the  lungs.      The  heart  kept  beating  faster  and  fatter  u 
we  ascended,  reducing  the  intervals  to  fi^e   minutes.       |    feared  greatly 
that  hemorrhage  of  the   lungs  might  start  at  any  moment  by  the  bunting 
of  a  vem  m  the  lungs.       Keeping  on  sh.wly  «c   su\\  reduced  to  three 
minutei  and  thus  finally  gained  the  summit.     On  the  way  up  one  of  the 
boy.  took  and  carried  my  coat  for  me,  and  gave  n.e  hi.  .tick.  »„  that  I 
had  nothmg  on  but  shirt  and  pants,  with  sleeves  rolled  up  and  a  stick  in 
each  hand.      I  followed  my  guides  as  best  I  c.uld.      From  the  summit  a 
perwn  has  a  view  that  cannot  be  described,   or  even   imagined,   being 
about  10.660  feet  above  the  sea-level.       After  taking  a  g,K,d  rest  and 
feasting  upon  the  wonderful  scener>'  surrounding  us.  we  started  to  cross  a 
glacier  called  "Rotekummer,  '  about  three  miles  in  width,  in  a  southerly 
direction.     This  is  part  .)f  the  great  VVildstrubel.      When  we  got  on  to 
another  peak  we  stopped  and  took  our  lunch.       No  road   paths  being 


Dauben  See  between  Rotekummer  Glacier  and  Gemmi  Pass, 
•here  the  two  lads  pointed  out  to  me  two  mountain  peaks  close  together 
l^rofr  in  the  south,  telling  me  to   keep  them  in   view  and  walk  Td^I 

,  hey  turned  back  atid  I  surted  alone  to  cross  the  lofty  desert,  walking 

!.!r   ?!     f       '  ^''^ ''''  opportunity  to  realize   what  it  meant  to  be 
absdue^ly  3,  p„^  ^^^^   ^^^^^   ^^  ^^.  ^^^  ^^^^^^  vegetable°if7 

|No  bird   animal,  or  insect  could  be  seen  anywhere.     Neither  trees  nor 
jshrubs  of  any  kind.     Several  times  I  stopped  and  listened  eage  1^  "h  ng 
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t.  hear  some  sound  from  somewhere  emanating  from  some  living  thin 
but  even  that  could  not  be  heard.  In  years  of  yore  these  regions  we 
he  habitations  of  the  fleet-footed,  wild  chemoise,  the  lofty  kandor  a, 
the  lammer  geier  I  looked  in  all  directions  wishing  to  see  somethir 
of  hat  kmd,  but  fa.led,  seeing  nothing  but  rocks,  ice  and  sky.  A  strani 
feelmg  came  over  me.  My  thoughts  wandered  and  finally  centered 
home  m  Canada  I  began  to  realize  the  gigantic  and  dangerous  unde 
taken  adventure  I  was  passing  through  with  no  other  path  only  the  faro 
peaks  to  gu,de  my  steps.  Had  I  had  the  misfortune  to  sprain  an  anki 
or  bemg  disabled  so  I  could  not  have  pursued  my  way  I  would  ha. 
mserably  perished  as  this  is  an  out  of  the  way  place,  and  <.nly  once  in 
great  while  adventurers  venture  through  there.     Or  had  a  mist  come  u 

peaks,  I  would  have  lost  my  course  and  in  all  probability  would  havebeci 
bst  and  never  found  my  way  out.      A  thunder  storm,  hail  storm  or  snov 
storm  overtaking  me  would  have  brought  on  the  same  fate.      In  time 
reached  tne  Dauben  See.     I  am  told  that  this  lake  is  so  cold  that  nothin, 
can  live  in  it.     It  is  fed  by  the  ice  melting  on  the  Wildstrubel  (Jlacicr" 


Gemmi  Pass,  Friday,  Aug.  20,  IW^J 

bar.  ^r  "  *'  u'^'  ^°'''  "^"''  ^'^"^^"''"  "^^^  '^'  P^^^.  °"  ^  solid 
bare  rock  between  the  two  high  rock  point,  called  Fluegel  (meaning 
wings).     Between  them  is  the  pass.     The  rocks  are  cracked  and  there 

Walls  Thaal  to  the  "Berneroberland."  Here  I  stayed  over  nigh, 
This  large  three-storey  building  has  been  erected  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
pass,  7.740  feet  up,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  shelter  and  rest  to  the 
weaiy  and  exhausted  travellers,  when  coming  up  th.  narrow,  steep, 
crooked  and  dangerous  pass.  I  experienced  some  difficulty  during  the 
night  in  getting  sufficient  breath.  In  the  morning  I  had  the  great  pleasure 
of  seeing  the  wonderful  scenery  produced  by  the  rising  sun  shinin. 
against  an  ocean  of  glaziers  in  many  different  shapes  and  angles  produrin." 
behold         ''"''   "'"^  '"'^  ^""^^'"^  spectacle,   most  wonderful  indee-"  u' 

A  SECRET 

of  A     ^'';'\''''  5^°""^  mountaineers  were  with  me,  during  the  forenoon 

ItT  n '   'T'"'  l^'  ^"**   Chingellochtighorn,    I  several  times 

noticed  a  small  mark  on  the  side  of  stones  made  with   red  paint       I 


t 


IN  THE  BERNKR  OBERLANp.  SWITZERLAND 


23 


received  no  informat.on  as  to  its  significance,  ,s  Hu,  is  a  s-Metmark 
taown  only  to  the  Bergfuehrer  (mountain  guides  nc .  knoun  on  ;derstood 
^thetounsts.  As  I  went  on  my  lonely  way  I  ^c,.  lo^.rXt. 
tee  marks  and  whenever  I  saw  one  I  felt  encouraged,  knowing  I  had 
aot  gone  astray.      No  other  signs  are  Put  up  so  that  it  is  necessary  to 

rdtzf::r:^:r  ^""^^"''''^^^•^^'''-^'"^^^  '^^-^^  -^-" 

cIIeH  ^"""17  °"  ""  '■"'''  ""'  '^'  '^°**=''  ''^*«""  'he  two  high  peaks 
called  rtuegel  (meanmg  wmgs  of  the  dove  or  dubah).  without  moving    J 
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counted  sixty-two  distinct  mountain  tops  or  summits,  of  which  forty- 
are  glaciers,  these  are  the  wonderful  "Wallis  Berg,"  in  a  radius  of  I 
20  to  180  miles  distant,  all  the  way  from  Mount  Blanc  16,0J1  ft.  Y 
the  highest  point  in  Europe,  in  the  S.    W.,  to  Mt.    Rosa,   the  se< 
highest  mountain  on  the  continent,  in  the  S.    E.,    15,451ft.   high, 
front,  far  down  in  the   "Wallis  Thaal,"   a  small  town   is  seen,   c 
Luech".     I  could  plainly  see  the  buildings  and  the  shining  streets, 
could  not  discern  the  people  moving.      Here  are  the  world  renow 
Hot  Springs  called  "Wallis  Boeder."     The  scene  thus  presenting  i 
to  the  view  at  the  hotel  looking  from  S.   W.  to  S.    E.  can  hardlj 
surpassed  in  grandeur  and  dazzling  beauty,  especially  at  sunrise  when 
rays    meet    the    numerous   and    varied    shaped    ice   and    snow    fit 
resembling  a  thousand  gigantic  diamonds  sparkling  forth  their  rainl 
hues  and  tints,  and  the  spectator  is  forced  to  exclaim : 
:  Who  has  made  this  gorgeous  wonder, 
God  alone  has  got  the  power, 
To  break  the  rocks  with  might  asunder. 
And  place  them  there  'mid  flash  and  thunder." 
(For  names,  position  and  height  see  Panorama  der  Wallis  Alpen. ) 

I  started  to  go  towards  the  Kandersteg  in  a  north-easterly  direc 

over  a  hard  and  crooked  road  running  along  the  northerly  side  of 

mountain   range    dividing   the   "Bemer  Oberland"   from  the    "W 

Thaal."     As  I  walked  along  I  looked   for  a  piece  of  wood  and 

several  miles  I  could  not  find  a  piece  on  the  road  as  big  as  a  match. 

noticed  something  alive  moving  among  the  thousand  pieces  of  bro 

rocks  way  up  on  the  southern  mountain.      Coming  nearer  I  saw  it ' 

a  herd  of  what  are  called  "Wallis  Schaaf"   Pining  wild.      They  ai 

sort  of  wild  sheep,  long-legged,  narrow,  short-wooled  animals  with  v 

long  tails.      They  look  thin  and  live  on  what  little  they  can  pick 

among  the  rocks  such  as  little  sprigs  of  grass,  flowers  and  moss.     A 

went  on  a  mile  or  so  farther  I  noticed  something  moving  way  up  on 

opposite  side  far  above  timber  limit  in  a  very  rugged,   dangerous  i 

rocky  place.     This  turned  out  to  be  a  herd  of  half-wild  goats.     Th( 

curious  animals  are  driven  up  in  the  spring  and  left  there  to  look  out 

themselves  which  they  delight  in  doijig.     They  find  a  living  far  abc 

the  plateau  where  the  cows  are  kept  during  summer.      It  is  hard 

understand   from  what  they  live.        In   the  fall   they  are  looked  i 

brought  down  and  kept  over  winter  in  the  valleys  below. 

At  3.00  p.m.  I  reached  the  lonely  hotel  "Schwarenbach,"  at 
elevation  of  6,850  ft.     This  is  a  very  old  and  simple  house  about  iia 
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Panorama  itprHitllispralppi 


1 .   Aiigstbiirdhorn 
Balfrinhom   -     - 
lllrichshorn  -     - 
Scliwarzhorn 
Nailelhom    -    - 
Hohbrrghorii     - 
Dreizehnerli 
Dom     -      -      . 
Sclmarzhom 


9,94(1 
12,673 
13,096 

9.746 
14,446 
14,153 
12,546 
15,180 
10,690 


10.  Taeschhorn 

11.  Sfeinthaih    - 

12.  Strahlbett    - 

13.  Weissc  Kgg 

14.  Festihorn     - 
Hint.  Festihort 
Furpwanghom 
Norcl-end    -     ■ 


15. 
16. 
17. 


-   14,993 

18. 

Dufour 

-  12,563 

19. 

Kothhom 

-  12,516 

20. 

(iacssispitz     -     - 



21. 

A^l^^er-Bar^horn 

10,843 

22. 

Brueneggh     -     - 

n 

23. 

Einshom 

12,613 

24. 

Hicsjofh     -     -    - 

-  15,373 

25. 

Briiniiom 

26. 

Weisshom     -    - 

-  15,460 


12,903 
12,820 

8,540 
11,830 

9,866 
15,040 


27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 


Gensilarin  -     - 
Borterhorn 
Schallihom 
Col  (ie  Morning 
Zinaelrothhorn 
Diablons      -     - 
Bella  Tola  -    - 
Ob  Gabelh       - 


14,446 

9,900 

13,260 

14,110 
12.040 
10,30(1 
13,676 


35. 
36. 

37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 


^'^.4'''.,^  X^y^P    M4y<^  ..^  v^i:^^"^//-  z:?^  //  ••'  / 
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Mont  Blanc  at  tlie  westrni  end  is  16,700  feet  high,  the  highest 
mountain  in  Europe. 

Mont  Rossa  at  the  eastern  end  is  15,800  feet  high, 
the  second  highest  in  Fur.ipe. 


There  are  49  of  these  mountain  glaciers. 


seralpen  KHotfilff7Iii.s/ruh/>f  ^   Gemmijtass 


A  Mtler  is  3  ftit  4  inclus. 


446 
900 
260 

110 

040 
30(1 
676 


35. 
36. 

37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 


l.o  Hcssd      -      . 
Mont  CVrvin 

(Matterhorn) 
Mipiit  Durand  - 
Fir  lyndail  • 
C'ol  Durand 
Tcfe  dii  Lion  - 
Point  de  Zinal 


12,250 

15,106 
12,480 

11,580 

12,613 


42.  Illhom      -    -  -  9,080 

43.  CJr.  Cornier   -  -  13,230 

44.  Dent  Blanche  -  14,546 

45.  Bouquetin      -  -  11,780 

46.  Garde  de  Bourdon  11,053 

47.  Pde.  Bricolla  -  12,210 

48.  Dent  de  Bosse  11,900 

49.  Pde.  Mourii  .  11,953 


50. 


Comie  de  Sore 
Bos     -     -    - 

51.  Glacier  Je  Fer- 

pecle 

52.  Za  de  I.ona 

53.  Dent    de   Bou- 

quetin    -     -  -_, 

54.  DentsdeBertol)  11,856 

two  points    \  11,690 


10,913 
12,610 


55.  Dent  de  Mon- 

they   -    -    -  13,266 

56.  Dent  de  Perroc  12,183 

57.  Dent  de  Versiot  11,206 

58.  Pte.  de  Torrent  10,190 

59.  Bkncien      -     -  11,206 

60.  LaSengla    -    -  12,340 

61.  Sasseneire   -    -  10,866 

62.  Pigne  d'Arolla  12,670 
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May  bi-tueen  the  (Jemmi  Pass  a.  J  Kandersteu  on  the  north  side  of  the 
stoney  road.  It  is  a  crand  shelter  for  travellers  to  stay  over-niitht  when 
overtaken  by  storms.  It  is,  I  believe,  kept  open  all  the  year  round. 
About  one  nnle  farther  I  found  myself  on  the  "Spitalmatt' '  (meaning 
Hospital  .Meadow)  so  called  on  account  of  the  terrible  catastrophe  which 
took  place  at  Hve  o'clock  on  the  morninK  of  the  Hfth  September,  A.  D., 
1895,  when^  a  husre  piece  of  ice  became  detached  away  up  on  the  clacier 
Altels  12,1 1. <  ft.  above  sea  level,  descending  at  a  terrible  speed  5,497 
ft.  dashirur  with  such  force  upon  the  "Spitalmatt"  as  to  completely 
demolish  three  "Sen  Huetten"    (cheese  huts)  killinu  six  men  and  one 


N'allcy  of  Kanderstefr  from  a  Distamx. 

hundred  and  forty-six  cattle  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  The  earth  for 
nianv  miles  trembled  as  if  it  were  an  earthquake,  the  noise  re.semblinK 
thunder.  \\  hen  the  news  spread,  thou.sands  of  people  came  from  far 
and  near  to  look  at  the  (jruesome  sisrht.  Many  of  the  cattle  were  buried 
under  the  thousands  of  tons  of  ice;  others  were  blown  awav  in  different 
d.re«,ons  by  the  force  caused  by  the  tremendous  speed  and  great  volume 
and  concussion.  Everythinc  was  death  and  destruction.  Many  weeks 
a  ter  the  water  runnins  away  from  the  meltinjr  ice  was  colored  with  the 
blood  of  the  slain  cattle.  While  I  was  there  I  looked  in  the  direction 
where  the  ice  came  down  and  could  not  see  the  slishtest  danger  The 
J»en  Huetten"  are  no«  built  at  a  considerable  distance  to  the  north  it 
IS  supposed  out  of  danger.  ' 

I  then  went  through  a  herd  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
cattle.     1  hey  were  gathered  at  the  huts  for  milking.     I  walked  through 
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the  midst  of  the  herd.  Althouuh  I  was  a  straiiEcr  not  a  sinu'le  creature 
moved  or  showed  a  sign  of  beiiiE  afraid.  This  is  an  evidence  of  the 
ureat  kindness  wit .  which  the  cattle  in  that  country  arc  treated.  After 
speakinu  a  few  minutes  with  the  men  and  boys  I  left  and  walked  in  the 
direction  of  Kanderstec  About  the  middle  of  the  meadow  there  is, 
close  to  the  travel  path,  a  big  stone  «  hich  evidently  had  some  time  in  the 
past  come  down  from  some  neighborinc  lofty  rock.  On  the  front  of 
this  piece  of  rock  is  a  plate  upon  which  are  inscribed  the  names  of  the 
men  that  were  so  suddenly  hurled  out  of  time  into  eternity,  with  the 
particulars  of  the  catastrophe.  This  rock  is  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
foot  of  the  mountain  where  the  ice   came  down  and  must  have  been 


The  Bliiemlisaip  Glacier  seen  from  Kandersteg. 

blown  as  far  as  to  that  place  by  the  pressure.  After  copying  the 
particulars  I  left  for  Kandersteg.  Passing  the  Gastern  Thaal  I  noticed 
a  waterfall  gushing  out  of  the  perpendicular  rock  on  the  westerly  side 
falling  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  Thaal.  I  at  once  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  this  is  the  outlet  of  the  Dauben  See  some  six  miles  farther 
up  in  the  mountains  which  has  an  inlet  but  no  visible  outlet.  It  is  likely 
the  water  finds  its  way  down  into  the  rocks  and  through  underground 
crevices  passes  in  an  easterly  direction  until  it  finally  shoots  out  into  the 
Gastern  Thaal  and  farther  down  becomes  part  of  the  Kander.  When  f 
reached  Kandersteg  in  the  evening  I  was  invited  by  Victor  Egger,  a 
relative  of  mine  with  whom  I  stayed  overnight.  We  passed  a  most 
enjoyable  evening.  He  is  a  fine  man  and  an  intelligent  converscr.  Mr. 
Egger  owns  and  runs  the  beautiful   Hotel  Victoria  on  the  corner  of 
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Posfgelaeiiile,  Kandersti, 


Graiul  Hotel  Nictc.ria,  Kamler^tetJ.     Victor  Eg^er,  Proprietor 
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^r:m 


Curling  Nfatch  in  KaiulerKteg 


Winter  Sports.     Handsleigh  Riding. 
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Winter  Sports.      I'irnirintr  in  winter. 


Ski  jumpint;  in  winter 
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FruetiKcn  mad  and  the  path  that  InuK  up  ,.,  ,hc  "Orschinrn  Sc."  in  th 
eastern  end  of  th.  town  Kandcrstru.  W  hilc  htrc  I  went  into  the  ol 
church,  a  small  $^,ne  buildini:  built  A.I)..  ISIU  -iV)  years  old  It  ha 
only  one  wmdow  on  one  side.  The  front  door  is  double,  cut  in  two  i, 
the  middle  so  a,s  to  make  an  upper  and  lower  parr,  just  like  the  stabi, 
door,  on  the  bank  barns  in  Canada.  The  bell  hanus  in  an  open  l.tti. 
space,  the  plam  sh.nirle  r.-of  beint'  supported  by  two  square  upriirht  post 


Oeschinen  See  and  Blueinlisalp. 
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cai-h  haviiiK  a  cnm  piece  to  support  the  lower  end  of  the  roof.  'F'here 
i»  one  narrow  window  in  thi-  front  nable  enti  near  the  top.  The  whole 
buildinif  JH  a!,  simple  as  it  is  possible  to  be.  Hoth  Swiss  and  Knitlish  hold 
service  there. 


Ol.l  C'liapel  at  Kanil»-r>teK- 


Satirdav,  Area. ST,  21,  1%9. 
Kariy  in  the  morninir  I  walked  up  to  the   "Oeschinen  See"  and 
had  a  boat  ride.      It  is  a   romantic  clear  water  lake   supplied   by  irlacier 
water  fallinur  down  over  hitrh  rocks  surrounding  it  on  three  sides,  bcinir 
accessible  .)n  one  side  only.      I  then   came  back  and    ualked   toward 
y  ruetmen.     It  is  very  romantic     mountains  on  either  side  and  much  pine 
forest  a  on,  the  steep  slopes.     The  bottom  of  the  valley  is  very  irreuular 
and     ull  of  broken  rocks,  over  and  through   between  these  the  blue 
turbulent  and  noisy  Kander   forces   its  way  at  a  ureat  speed.       Not  far 
^  from  ,t  IS  the  hard,  stony  and  crooked  road.     The  many  small   streams 
IccmimE  dmvn  the  hiirh  rocks  and  slopes  increase  the  romantic  scenery. 

t  ^JrL  ?  '  '''"■'""  '^^'"'^""'^'^  «nd  Fruetiuen  is  a  place  called 
I  M.tho!tz  meanmK  in  the  middle  of  the  woods,  where  is  an  old,  tall 
I  mde-stone  tellmg  the  distance  it  is  from  the  Capital  City  Bern.  A  little 
j  farther  up  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  road  is  a  house  about  <0  rods  in 
I  from  the  road,  on  a  little  hill  surrounded  with  many  big  pieces  of  broken 
1  rocks  on  an  uneven  piece  of  ground,  withabitof  Tannewald.  (pinebush) 
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at  the  far  side  and  the  Kander  at  the  back  of  the  whole.  It  is  a  house 
that  has  all  the  antiquaries  that  can  yet  be  found.  This  is  of  more  than 
ordinary  interest  to  me,  as  this  is  the  old  Bruegger  home  where  my 
grandmother  was  born  in  A.D.  1771,  and  from  where  in  all  probability 
the  first  Brickers  came  that  came  to  Pennsylvania  anri  who  became  the 
forefathers  of  the  Bricker  relatives  now  living  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  I  went  to  it,  in  it  and  around  it,  and  thought  1  could  see  my 
grandmother  as  a  baby  in  her  schogla  (cradle)  and  then  as  a  little  girl 
running  around  and  in  and  out  of  the  house  as  she  did  over  1.^0  years 
ago.     Then  I  walked  around  the  big  stones  and  on  top  of  them,  thinking 


Ociichineii  See  (lake)  in  Winter. 
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aw  she,  when  an  innocent  girl,  must  have  enjoyed  this  romantic  run 
lonir  the  rocks  and  trees  and  up  and  down  the  hills  at  the  back  of  the 
Buse  I  wept  when  I  thought  that  I  never  heard  of  her  childhood 
ome  before  and  now  at  the  last  moment  I  was  privileged  to  see  and 
Ujoy  this  wonderful  and  unlooked   for  treat.      I  also  remembered  how 

peasantly  she  used  to  speak  to  me  when  a  stupid  little  boy.  I  could  even 
iste  the  good  butter  bread  she  used  to  tell  El/.ic  to  give  me  when  I  went 
I  see  her  on  her  death  bed,  over  eighty  years  old,  when  they  lived  on 

^c  Huron  road  in  Wilmot  Township,  Canada. 

The  house  is  covered  in  the  old  way,   four  courses   of  3  ft.  long 

^lit  shingles,  with  a  cross-piece  2x4  every  6  ft.  upon  which  is  laid  a  flat 
une of  from  80  to  100  lbs.  every  8  ft.,  no  nails  being  used.     The  roof 

«ends  8  ft.  from  the  outside  walls  all  around.      The  front  windows 

■ch  has  written  on  the  centre  pane  as  follows: 


ialiannra 
Zalilrr 

fiaoid 

flurlUr 

grrirlftBafB 

Arlrlfiar 

Zurrri;rr 

u. 

1777 

u. 

Elabrtif 

Zurrrtrrr 

1777 

Sarbara 
ttarflrr 

1777 

grritbtaara 
II 

Abratiam 

firirifrn 

fatifrr  anb 

»ttktl- 

aaii 

mrfstrr 

1777 

1777 

there  are  five,  each  was  given  by  a  neighbor.  The  name  of  the  donor, 
hs  wife's  maiden  name  and  the  date  of  building  is  on.  When  the  house 
>as  finished  they  all  assembled  and  enjoyed  themselves  because  of  the 
Wcess.      In  front,  above  the  windows,  is  the  following,  carved  by  hand 

I  old  style  letters: 
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H 


1  «T^  <^ 


1^ 


,^ 
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The  flooring  is  2  inches  thick  and  from  22  to  24  inches  wide. 
The  stove  is  J  x  6  ft.  14  inches  high,  plates  are  4  inches  thick.  It  is  in 
the  middle  and  warms  the  whole  house.  It  is  stone.  The  cellar  wall 
is  2  ft.  thick  and  has  several  cracks  caused  by  an  earthquake  in  1898. 

I  next  passed  the  place   where  several  years  ago  a  tremendous 
hail  storm  which  broke  loose  upon  a  mountain  called  "Giesen"  caused 
a  freshet  rushing  down  through  a  chasm  with  such  force  that  it  brought 
down  ground,  stones  and  trees,  and  formed  an  embankment  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  wide  and  a  mile  long,  reaching  nearly  to  the  'Cander.     I  was  told 
by  several  eye  witnesses  that  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  in  1895  the  elements 
threatened   to  tear   the  high  and  defiant  rocks  to   pieces.      Gottfried 
Bruegger,  one  of  the  men  in  the  picture  of  Kobbi    Bruegger's  house, 
was  on  the  Alp  at  the  time  and  both  saw  and  heard  it.     A  thick,  heavy 
cloud  gathered,  seemingly  coming  from  different  sides,  forced  up  by  a 
strong  wind  below  in  the  valley.       It   reste-    on  the  surface  where  it 
broke   into   a   furious  commotion    such  as  he  never  before  nor  since 
witnessed.     It  turned  perfectly  dark,  penetrated  by  an  incessant  flash  of 
lightning  accompanied  by  a  deafening  roll  of  increasing  thunder,  the  rain 
falling  in  torrents  with  big  pieces  of  ice.       He  was  in  a  cheese  hut.     It 
was  a  terrible  situation.     As  soon  as  it  became  light  so  that  anything 
could  be  seen,  the  whole  surface  seemed  to  be  alive  with  water  and  ice, 
all  rushing  towards  a  defile  through  which  it  descended  at  a  great  speed,' 
taking  along  everything  as  it  tore  down  with  terrible  effect.     The  stream 
increased  the  farther  down  it  got.     The  slcipe  near  the  valley  is  covered 
with  trees.     When  a  tree  was  struck  it  trembled  for  a  moment,  swayed, 
and  a  moment  later  it  was  rushing  down  with  the  rest,  to  be  left  some- 
where farther  below  among  the  debris.      The  effect  of  that  storm  will 
no  doubt  be  noticed  in  a  hundred  years  from  now. 

I  then  passed  the  entrance  of  the  Loetchberg  tunnel,  for  the 
paniculars  of  which  see  pictures  Many  interesting  things  could  be  told 
not  touched  upon  in  this  book.  But  suffice  it  to  say  when  arriving  safely 
at  fructigen,  from  where  I  had  started  a  week  ago,  I  was  heartily 
welcomed  and  enthusiastically  congratulated  by  friends  and  relatives  there, 
who  sincerely  advised  me  not  to  venture  upon  such  a  risky  and  dangerous 
tour  again  without  the  aid  of  an  experienced  Bergfuehrer  (mountoin 
guide.) 

May  the  experience,  information  and  advice  contained  in  this 
book  not  only  be  of  general  interest,  but  prove  an  actual  benefit  to  every 
reader  is  the  hope  and  wish  of  the  writer. 


h ' 
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In  conclusion  a  word  to  intendinc  travellers.  Do  not  miss 
JJWitzerland,  the  play  ground  of  Europe.  Do  not  attempt  to  ascend  and 
cross  those  lofty  uninhabited  and  dangerous  regions  without  the  aid  of  a 
reliable  mountain  guide.  Do  not  leave  a  valley  with  intention  of  going 
up  unto  mountains  unless  the  weather  is  settled  and  clear.  Do  not 
ascend  beyond  the  vegetation  limit  unless  heart  and  lungs  are  sound. 


Loetchberg   tlirough  which  passes  a  nine  mile  tunnel,  formine 
the  .■-.nnecting  link  of  the  Trans-Continental  Railway  from  St 
I  etersburg  in  Russia  across  Europe  to  the  Mediterranean  Sea 


Kobbi  ] 


Kobbi  BrueKger's  hou>e  from  the  rear,  showing  the  l>a<k  portion  of  the  house 
the  two  boys  (Samuel  and  Gottfried),  the  niece,  the  \ 


the  house,  the  rciof  ami  the  ihimney  with  its  lovcr.     Kobbi,  his  wife  ( Marerita) 
lece,  the  writer,  and  five  tows  taken  for  thi«  work  in  1909. 


Re 
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Rcybniepg,  as  it  was  in  1846.  The  sccmul  house  from  the  ciul  of  the  bridge  is  the  house 
vhere  David  Bcttschen,  the  watchmaker,  lived  previous  to  his  departure  for  America  in  1825,  and 
ivhere  his  whole  family  were  born,  Jacob  in  1808.  Behind  and  a  little  higher  the  house  covered 
vith  stones  is  where  Johanes  Bettschen,  the  blacksmith,  lived.  The  curved  road  leads  from 
Kruetigen  U  miles  to  the  left  in  a  south-westerly  direction  through  the  Kander  grund  valley.  The 
■irst  house  on  the  right  side  of  the  road  is  where  Ciilgian    Traxel,  a  /inimerman,  lived  and  rai>ed  11 

children.     It  was  there  Jacidi  Bettschen,  the  compiler's  father,  made   Iiis  li e   in   I84fi-47.       The 

omer  of  the  brucgg  is  visible  at  the  building  in  which  (lilgian  performed  a  great  feat  of  strength  by 
arrying  one  of  the  stringers  from  hi^  home  to  the  bridge  alone. 
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Schloss  Thellenburir  as  it  was  previous  to  1846.  It  liad  heen  the 
rrsiileiu-c  of  Landvorct  ((lovernors)  for  centuries.  Acronlinn  to 
trailition  it  was  built  over  IIMHI  years.  It  was  a  feste  hwrg,  where 
prisoners  were  helil  within  ^tr()n^r  walls  and  where  the  courts  were  held, 
even  after  the  Derlarntion  of  Independence  more  than  fidO  years  a(;o. 
It  was  the  place  where  the  courts  were  held  until  about  50  years  a(ro, 
when  it  was  destroyed  by  (ire.  About  half  a  mile  towards  Frueti(;en 
on  the  «ame  side  of  the  road  is  another  hill,  not  nuite  so  hiifh,  called 
der  (Jalire  huebe!  ((Jallows  hill  I,  where  there  wai  a  gallows  consistinj; 
of  twK  oak  posts  anil  on  top  a  cross  piece  with  iron  hooks;  here  in  olden 
times  the  prisoners  were  hun);.  Both  the  father  and  mother  of  the 
writer  saw  the  pil'^ws  and  were  present  at  an  execution  in  their  diild- 
hooil  days.  Now  all  is  cleared  away,  the  hill  and  its  notorious  name 
only  reinainin^r. 
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David  Bcttschen,  the  watchmaKcr,  over  JO  years  olil 
First  BettNchen  that  came  to  America. 
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Sihl.iss  ThellciilnirB.     The  ruins  ..fan  old  casllc  as  they  appeare.l 
in  19()'>,  seen  fnini  the  FruetiK  and  Kanderstcg  road,  east  view. 
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The  three  Manni  brother—benrfuehrer,  mountain  guides  Kienthaal, 
Canton  Hern. 
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NT     or   NtAkTM. 


ABAINSTTNIPnnt 


ONmiNimOItt  ALUE8.AVMTI«N AW  WU  ARC 
mnucoKs.  i«nwi— i      ovuTworn 

new  VMH  mat  ocmiirHCMr  or  ncaltn 

IN  CASE  OF  consumption;  LOOK  TO  THESE  POII  CURI 


N^><''' 


1C  DOCTOR      •«^HT^0yH,^;S|;,GO00fOO0.      BEST. 


^I^K    (fK^ 


■I  fe  khi  M  111 


aliM  ■  k 


°"*  vi2"ISl'''i^fi""*"/ti*  •}•«•»»««»«  Wormatioii  d  that  draMUul  miUMiy.  u  given  by  the  New 
York  t«U«  Dtputmnt  of  Hcdlh,  it  addtd  to  thk  luMoiy,  may  mwcli  good  b«  d^e  thereby- 


